
Catholicism and Anti-racism Fall Reading Group Bibliography 
 
Week 1 
 
Jones, Robert P.  "White Christian America Needs a Moral Awakening." The Atlantic, July 28, 2020. 
 
Massingale, Bryan N.  "What to Do about White Privilege."  National Catholic Reporter, June 12-25, 

2020. 
 
Week 2 
 
Flynn, JD.  "After Backlash, EWTN Radio Host Gloria Purvis Says She Will Persevere."  Catholic News 

Agency, June 26, 2020. 
 
Rocha, Samuel D.  "The Gift of Blackness to the Church: An Interview with EWTN's Gloria Purvis."  Church 

Life Journal, July 20, 2020. 
 
Week 3 
 
Benson, Paul H. "Race, Belonging, and Academic Community at the University of Dayton" and Una 

Cadegan, "Remarks" in Critical Examination of Our Times: The State of Race on the UD Campus, 
A Symposium on Race, edited by Julius Amin.  Dayton, OH: The University of Dayton, 2016. 

 
Trahan, Nicole. "Being Black and Catholic: A Reflection."  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBrS__RCxWM&t=4s 
 
"An Open Letter to the University of Dayton Community from Members of the President’s Council 

Regarding Steps Toward Becoming an Anti-Racist University." 
https://udayton.edu/about/diversity/antiracist-university.php 

 
Week 4 
 
Cheri, Fernand J., OFM.  Let the Church Roll On. 

https://www.kofpc.org/docs/LET_THE_CHURCH_ROLL_ON.pdf 
 
Lori, William E.  "The Truth in Black Lives Matter: What Do These Three Words Mean to Catholics?"  

America, September 2020. 
 
Martin, Eric.  "The Catholic Church Has a Visible White-Power Faction."  Sojourners, August 2020. 
 
USCCB.  Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love. https://www.usccb.org/resources/open-

wide-our-hearts_0.pdf 
 
Week 5 
 
Nicholas V.  Dum Diversas http://unamsanctamcatholicam.blogspot.com/2011/02/dum-diversas-

english-translation.html 
 



Raiswell, Richard.  "Nicholas V, Papal Bulls of" in The Historical Encyclopedia of World Slavery, edited by 
Junius P. Rodriguez.  Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 1997. 

 
Kenrick, Francis Patrick.  "On Slavery," translated by Maureen Tilley, in Creative Fidelity: American 

Catholic Intellectual Traditions, edited by R. Scott Appleby, Patricia Byrne, CSJ, and William L. 
Portier.  Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2004. 

 
Williams, Shannen Dee.  "Catholic Statements Fall Way Short."  National Catholic Reporter, July 24-

August 6, 2020. 
 
Week 6 
 
Rotondaro, Vinnie.  "Disastrous Doctrine had Papal Roots."  National Catholic Reporter, September 4, 

2015. 
 
Rotondaro, Vinnie.  "Doctrine of Discovery: A Scandal in Plain Sight."  National Catholic Reporter, 

September 5, 2015. 
 
Week 7 
 
Gushee, David P.  "White American Christianity is Rooted in Colonial Empire-Building."  Sojourners, 

September/October 2020. 
 
Week 8 
 
Costello, Damian.  "Black Elk Still Speaks: How Indigenous Thought Can Aid the Church's Mission."  

America, November 25, 2019. 
 
Costello, Damian.  "St. Black Elk?" America, October 16, 2017. 
 
Macarro, Mark.  Pechanga Letter to Pope Francis. http://walkfortheancestors.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/10/pechanga-letter-to-pope-francis.pdf 
 
Week 9 
 
Copeland, M. Shawn.  "Breath and Fire: The Spirit Moves Us Toward Racial Justice."  Commonweal, 

July/August 2020. 
 
Jennings, Willie James.  "Can White People Be Saved?" https://youtu.be/SRLjWZxL1lE 

http://walkfortheancestors.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/pechanga-letter-to-pope-francis.pdf
http://walkfortheancestors.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/pechanga-letter-to-pope-francis.pdf
https://youtu.be/SRLjWZxL1lE

